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The Confederation of Europe: a Study of the European Alliance, 
1813-1823, as an Experiment in the International Organization 
of Peace. By Walter Alison Phillips, M.A. (London and 
New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1914. Pp. xv, 
3I5-) 

In this volume is printed a series of lectures which Mr. Phillips 
delivered at Oxford University in 1913. The author states in the pref- 
ace that his purpose was not purely historical ; for he wished to illustrate 
the problems involved in the application of the principles of international 
law in connection with the movement for the organization of peace. 

In Rousseau's critique of Abbe St. Pierre's project for perpetual 
peace with which Prince Alexander of Russia was made acquainted 
by his favorite tutor, Frederic Cesar de La Harpe, Mr. Phillips finds the 
inspiration of the project for international peace which was proclaimed 
by Alexander after he became czar. He finds a link in the evolution 
of Alexander's plan for a universal peace union in the instructions 
addressed on September 11, 1804, by Prince Czartoryski to Novosiltsov, 
who was sent by the czar as special envoy to London. The author 
analyzes the treaty of Chaumont, which he considers the foundation of 
the confederation of Europe, and the first treaty of Paris, a move in the 
direction of a wider European concert. He declares that the policy of 
England at the Congress of Vienna was "to group" Russia with other 
powers and thus to render the czar harmless — an object which was ac- 
complished in the second treaty of Paris. Mr. Phillips attaches less im- 
portance than some other students of this period to the influence which 
the religious fanatic, Baroness von Kriidener, exerted upon Alexander 
just before he proclaimed the Holy Alliance. He considers the treaty of 
alliance of November 10, 1815, between Russia, Prussia, Austria, and 
England as furnishing a new basis for the confederation of Europe. 
The persistence with which Czar Alexander clung to his plan for an 
international peace union, the schemes of Metternich to use the quad- 
ruple alliance for his own purposes, and the widening of the rift within 
the alliance at Troppau and at Laibach are successively discussed. 

Mr. Phillips emphasizes the opposition of Castlereagh to the policies 
of Alexander and of Metternich, while he presents in detail the view 
that Canning " merely took up and developed the policy of Castlereagh ". 
Perhaps the most enlightening parts of the book are the chapters which 
describe the interesting debates of the Allies at Aix-la-Chapelle and 
Verona in regard to Spain and the Indies. The sentences which de- 
scribe the revolt in the Spanish Indies are inaccurate. In discussing the 
genesis of the Monroe Doctrine Mr. Phillips suggests that Nesselrode's 
letters to Tuyll in 1823 really expressed the desire of the czar to include 
the United States in the Holy Alliance. In conclusion the author de- 
clares that the problems involved in the recent peace movement are 
fundamentally the same as the problems which arose in the history of 
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the confederation of Europe: namely, those arising from an attempt to 
protect artificial boundaries. In regard to the bibliography of his sub- 
ject, Mr. Phillips does not use many authorities that are not mentioned 
in the bibliographical list in the Cambridge Modern History to which 
the reader is referred. 

Singular though it may seem, Mr. Phillips has at times failed to dis- 
tinguish between the quadruple alliance and the Holy Alliance. As the 
author indicates in the preface, his views in regard to several important 
topics had already been suggested in an article on " The Peace Movement 
and the Holy Alliance" in the Edinburgh Review (CCXV. 405-433) 
and in his chapter on "The Congresses, 1815-1822", in the Cambridge 
Modern History (-X. 1—39). But these topics are now discussed in con- 
siderable detail ; while the text is supported by many references to man- 
uscript material in the Public Record Office. In presenting a detailed and 
documented study of England's attitude towards the so-called confedera- 
tion of Europe, Mr. Phillips has performed a real service for students of 
diplomatic history. But as the diplomatic material dealing with the 
Allies, which reposes in several archives of the Continent, has not been 
exploited, the views of Mr. Phillips in regard to the policy of the Con- 
tinental powers towards the so-called confederation of Europe are not 
definitive. This volume would have been more useful to students of his- 
tory if the author had described more fully and clearly the role of the 
Holy Alliance. 

W. S. Robertson. 

Camillo di Cavour e Melanie Waldor, secondo Lettere e Documenti 
inediti. Per Francesco Ruffini. (Turin : Bocca. 1914. Pp. 
iii, 178.) 

The love affairs of Italy's greatest statesmen and patriots cannot be 
said to have exercised a determining influence upon any of the notable 
events of the Risorgimento, but they well repay historical investigation 
for the light which they throw upon the character of the Italian leaders, 
and because in their love correspondence these men made political dec- 
larations and revelations of peculiar frankness, which add materially to 
our knowledge of public events. The craving for liberty was an absorb- 
ing passion but it was easily fused with the passion of love in the glow- 
ing days of Risorgimento struggle when women of all classes vied with 
the men in sacrifices which they were ready to make in the cause of 
national independence. If the love affairs of Victor Emmanuel, Cavour, 
Mazzini, and Garibaldi were excluded from the history of modern Italy, 
evidence of primary importance upon political events would be irrepar- 
ably lost. 

Michelangelo Castelli in his 77 Conte di Cavour declared that "no 
woman exercised upon Cavour the least political influence ". The latter 
did, however, himself frequently seek to influence other statesmen 
through women. And to the women whom he himself trusted he con- 



